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"CULT" LINK
ANGERS
PARENTS

KIRSTIN PAYNE

GOLD COAST parents are
in shock after discovering a
controversial “cult” leader
was the inspiration for pro-
grams and children’s books
sold to them by a taxpayer-
funded National Disability
Insurance Scheme provider

In a series of books auth
ored by Gold Coast behav-
foural  specialist  Tanva
Curtis, she gives credit as in-
spiration for work to Serge
Benhayon, the leader of Uni-
versal Medicine (UniMed)
determined by a NSW Su
preme Court jury to be a “so-
clally harmful cult

Ms Curtis operates her
clinic, Fabic Pty Ltd, at Car
rara and regularly promotes
Universal Medicine's teach-
ings, meetings and work
shops on the business
website.

A number of unwitting
local parents secking help for
their children, with condi-
tions Including nutism and
development delays, told the
Bulletin they were unaware
of the connections between
UniMedand Ms Curtis when
they made appointments

A Mudgeeraba  mother,
who had sought the help of
Ms Curtis, said she was dev-
astated to discover her child
was being treated by some
one promoting UniMed

The woman, who asked to
remain anonymous, said she
found Fabic through the
NDIS website while looking
for therapists for her daugh-
ter, who a severe develop
ment delay

I didn't question  the
reputation of Fabic because
they are an NDIS provider
which would have been ap-
proved by the government,”
the mothersaid

"It was only
sold books, the behavioural
charts and DVDs, all of
which had been paid for by
the NDIS, did | start to ques-
tion it

Some parents say they
have been charged hundreds
of dollars for UniMed prod-
ucts. Fabic sells o variety of
products that also have to be
claimed through NDIS

after | was

Posters, some of which in-
clude a quote from Ms Curtis
ar Mr Benhayon, sell for $15
each or $275 for a full pack

The children’s books, for
$15 each, come with a dedi
cation to UniMed

In one of ber many book
dedications to Mr Benhayon
she writes: “A big thank you
goes to Serge Benhayon for
showing us the way to recon
nect and live in the knowing
that true beauty comes from
deep inside ourselves
We are deeply inspired
by the work he repre-
sents through universal
medicine ak.a the Age-
less Wisdom.”

“ | DIDNT

QUESTION THE
REPUTATION OF FABIC
BECAUSE THEY ARE AN
NDIS PROVIDER

CONCERNED MOTHER

Ina Facebook post by Ms
Curtis in October she wrote
there was “nothing mysteri-
ous or unknown about the
Ageless Wisdom ... which we
have been reminded of
through the ages by an an-
cient lineage of philosophical
teachings from greats such
us Imhotep, Buddah, Plato
and now Serge Benhayon

Parents are also encour
aged to download the Fabic
podcasts for $66 an episode,

A 890 ¢ ng" silk and
flax seed shoulder wrap, de-
veloped by Mr Benhayon's
wife Miranda, Is among
many extra products sold by
Fabic

“To later discover Tanya
and Fabic acively promote
their business with Universal
Medidne alarmed me.” the
mother said. I felt com
pletely deceived. The pro-
fessional bond of trust that
should have been there was
severed and 1 am so glad |
got out of there early and
wasn't subject to months of
ongoing influence that may
have been used to draw me
toward Universal Medicine,

The mother said  she

The operatér of NDIS-approved
Fabi¢ Tamyx Curtis- helow, and.

majn imdgo, Serig Dentisyon,

" the'leader of Uniyersal
ind,

emailed Fabic about her con
cerns but did not receive a
reply

A second family was also
shocked to discover the con-
nections  of  what  they
thought to be a strictly medi
cal provider. The mother of
two boys with autism said
she had been desperate to
find someone to help her

After her first sessions she
was provided with a number
of books and materials, only
to discover up to $900 had
been  deducted from  her
son's NDIS account

“That is money that
could have been used to
treat my son. | was not
aware of how much it would
all cost,” she said.

Both families complained
to the NDIS,

The NSW Supreme Court
determination came as part
of a defamation case, deliver-

ed on December 6. The jury
found the group Universal
Medicine to "make false
claims about healing that
cause harm to others”, “en
gage in misleading conduct
in promoting healing servi
ces”, and to "prey on cancer
patients”

Mr Benhayon, who de
scribes himselfl as o “seer',
was also found by a jury of
four to have instructed stu-
dents of a NSW Universal
Medicine training workshop
to “touch the genitalia of sex
assault  victims” and  was
found to “have an indecent
interest in young girls

The group has coming re
treats on “the sdence of
Divination”, and teaches the
philosophy of “universal wis
dom” and esoteric healing

Ms Curtis also credits her
behaviour teachings, “the
Body Life Skills Program”, to
Benhayon and UniMed and

references himin her book of
the same name. She also op
erates a satellite Fabic office
from  UniMed's  Fairfield
headquarters.

Ms Curtis has appeared
regularly on the offidal Un
iMed website, and spoken in
defence of Mr Benhayon ina
video posted after the Su
preme Court findings

Mr  Benhayon's  book,
T'ime, Space and Allof Us, and
his other book of esoteric
teachings, are sold on the
Fabic website.

Despite the connections
and Supreme Court decision,
Fabic s still registered under
NDIS, which means Ms Cur-
tis's sessions can be paid for
as part of the taxpayer-fund
edscheme.

In 2014 Ms Curtis won the
Business Achiever Award at
the Gold Coast Women in
Business Awards, She has
also been a finalist in the
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‘Demeaning’ letter arrived day of her father's funeral

SOLICITORS acting for a
wealthy spiritual healer who
lost a defamation case against
# blogger sent the woman a
“demeaning” 3l-page letter
on the day of her father's fu
neral, a NSW Supreme Court

judge says. Serge Benhayon
had sued Esther Mary Rock-
ett but a Jury in October
found muny of her posts and
tweets critical of him to be
true - including that he was
the leader of i socially harm-

ful cult and preyved on cancer
patients.

During the hearing, Mr
Benhayon had claimed that
people who abused their
authority, such as Roman em-
peror Nero, dictators and cor-

rupt politicians, were
reincarmnated as people with
autism, Down syndrome or
other disabllities, but  he
admitted his belief was not
supported by medical sciens

Justice Julia Lonergan yes-

terday ordered Mr Benhayon
pay Ms Rockett's costs on an
indemnity basis -~ a higher
rate than usually applies in
legal disputes. The case &
scheduled to return to court
on March 6, with the judge
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